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Task of the Church / Advocacy of God’s Word




 
           Lecture 4
Title: Evangelism & Assurance of Salvation
Purpose: To instruct the hearers about what the bible teaches about assurance of salvation so that they will know what to do (and what not to do) in evangelism.

Introduction

1. One of the church’s tasks is the advocacy of God’s word. And this includes, among other things, evangelism. In our previous two sessions, we considered the message of evangelism and the call of evangelism. Now, we move to consider evangelism and assurance of salvation.

2.
In dealing with this subject, we will have five headings.

Trans:
First, consider with me... 
I.
THE MEANING OF ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

A.
By Assurance of Salvation, it is important to emphasize that I am not dealing with the objective certainty that all true believers in Christ will ultimately be in glory. All those who are true believers in Christ will never perish, and that is because God has promised to preserve His people. Therefore, all of God’s people will persevere to the very end and will finally enter glory. This is stated beautifully in Jer 32:40 (READ).  

B.
But by Assurance of Salvation, I am referring to a believer’s subjective awareness that Jesus Christ has saved him, and therefore, he will be in glory with Christ. It is the person’s consciousness that Christ belongs to him and he belongs to Christ, and therefore, he will be in glory with Christ.  
Trans:
Secondly, consider with me... 
II.
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING CLEAR ABOUT ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

A.
And the importance rest upon the reality and danger of a false assurance of salvation.

B.
The Lord Jesus speaks of this clearly in Mt 7:21-23 (READ). 

1.
Here Jesus is speaking prophetically about the Day of Judgment. And He says that there will be many who are so sure that they ought to be in heaven that they will even argue with Christ’s unfavorable judgment against them. “Lord did not, in Your name, do this and do that? Why will you not own us as your own?” But Christ will say to them, “I never knew you depart from Me; You who practiced lawlessness.” 

2.
The point here to note is not whether these people really were able to perform these fetes they said they were able to do in the name of Christ or not; for  Christ does not really deal with that issue. The point is that these men were so certain they were going to heaven when in fact they were on their way to hell. All they had was a deadly false assurance of salvation.

3.
And what is so frightening about this prophetic word is that Jesus says not just a “few” but that “many” are in this state. And this is in connection with the exhortation and warning Christ gave earlier in 7:13-14, 15 (READ). The broad gate where many enter refers to false conversions encouraged by false prophets that lead to false assurances of salvation.  

C.
Therefore, it is vital that we be clear about what the Bible teaches concerning assurance of salvation.

Trans:
Thirdly, consider with me....

III.
THE MOST COMMON ERRORRS CONCERING ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

A.
Confusing Saving Faith and Assurance of Salvation

1. For many, saving faith means that I am 100% sure that I am saved and, therefore, I am on my way to heaven. Therefore, for any one to doubt that he is saved and is on his way to heaven is to be guilty of the sin of unbelief. Hence, when a professing Christian entertains questions as to whether or not he is really saved, many pastors will immediately rebuke and correct that person. “Never entertain doubts concerning your salvation. Those doubts come from the devil. And for you to doubt is to be guilty of the sin of unbelief.” 

2. However, this is to confuse saving faith and the assurance that grows out of faith. 

3. For what is essence of faith in Christ? Faith is believing that only Christ and Christ alone is able to saved and trusting in Christ and Christ alone for salvation. But assurance of salvation has to do with my awareness that I have been saved by Christ, and, therefore, I am on my way to heaven. 

4. Therefore, it is not wrong to examine whether one is saved or not. In fact, that is what Paul commanded the Christians in Corinth to do – 2Cor 13:5-6 (READ). If we confuse faith and the assurance that grows out of faith, then Paul would have encouraged the Corinthian Christians to unbelief. But there is a distinction between faith and the assurance that grows out of faith; and we must keep that distinction clear. 

B.
Viewing Assurance of Salvation Mechanically and Statically (no movement or growth)

1. So many today believe that once a person is saved, then automatically he possesses an assurance of salvation, and awareness that he has been saved and is on his way to heaven. And this assurance of salvation remains the same all throughout life no matter what a person does. There is no concept of growth in assurance, decay in assurance, and degrees of assurance. Assurance of salvation is viewed as something automatic, mechanical, and static.

2. But this concept is unbiblical and unsound.  

a.
2 Pet 1:10 (READ) – This does not mean that by diligently doing certain things, Christians will make more certain that God will chose and call them. No. That is to put the cart before the horse. But a Christian’s certainty that he has been chosen and called by God to salvation is something that is influence by his diligence in doing certain things. And the more diligent a Christian is in doing what he is suppose to do, the more certain he becomes that God has chosen and called him unto salvation. And the less he is diligent, then the less certain he will become as to whether God has chose and called him. So we see here the concept of growth in assurance.

b.
Rom 5:3-5 (READ) – Why does Paul say Christians exult in their tribulation? Because of what tribulation will bring. It will bring about perseverance. And what will perseverance in tribulations bring? Proven character – that I am really genuine. And what will proven character bring? Hope – that is, greater certain of our hope of heaven. So we see here the concept of growth in assurance.

3.
Therefore, beware of this concept of assurance is that mechanical and static. It is not biblically sound. 

a.
And if a person’s assurance is not affected by anything he does, then he does not really have the real assurance of salvation that the Bible talks about.

b.
Illustration: It is like a plant a man has in a pot. It does not grow; but it does not also wither and die even without sunlight, water, a healthy soil, and oxygen. Now what conclusion must you derive from that? The plant is made of plastic; it is not real. So also in the case of assurance of salvation.

Trans: Fourthly, consider with me....
IV.
THE FACTORS THAT INFLUENCES ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
A.
Resting in the all-sufficiency of Christ as Savior

1. Christ is an all-sufficient Savior. His sacrifice in Calvary is all the sacrifice we need to atone for all of our sins. His righteousness is all the righteousness we need to be declared righteous by God and receive the right to enter heaven. His power is all the power we need to deliver both body and soul from the bondage of sin and death. Now assurance of salvation comes like a reflexive act when a person actually cast all his reliance in Christ and Christ alone for salvation. 

2. This type of assurance is illustrated in what Paul says in 2Tim 1:12 (READ). Knowing the all-sufficiency of Christ, Paul is absolutely convinced that the Savior whom he trusts will ultimately bring him safely to glory.

3. Think of Bungee jumping. The moment you leap from the platform you are standing, you know that only the elastic rope securely tied to your feet will break your fall. But because you trust in that rope, you find enough assurance that you will not dash yourself against the rocks. The same is true when it comes to salvation in Christ. Faith focuses solely in Christ’s person and work, and finding Him to be an all-sufficient Savior even for the worst sinner, the believer experiences rest and assurance that he has been accepted by God through Christ and that he will safely make it to heaven.

B.
Present Evidences of God’s saving work

1. Although resting in God’s promise is a factor that influences assurance of salvation, and yet, it is not the only factor that influences assurance of salvation. For what is assumed in this resting upon Christ as the all-sufficient Savior? It assumes that the person’s faith in Christ is genuine or real. However, does not the Bible teach that there is such a faith that is not genuine or saving? Yes – and this is what James is talking about – James 2:19 (READ). 

2. Therefore, how can you know whether your faith is genuine or not, and that you really have been saved? The inward evidence of God’s saving work. 

a.
It is this method of assurance that John applies in his first letter. 1John 1:5-7 (READ) – “walking in the light” means walking according to the truth. Then Paul enters into specifics. Note the first, 1John 1:8-2:2 (READ) - If we are not dealing biblically with sin, then we are not walking in the light; and if we are not walking in the light, then we have no fellowship with God. Then note the next specific in 1John 2:3-6 (READ) – It is possible for you to know God (which is the essence of eternal life) and yet not really know for sure whether you really have a saving knowledge of Him. Then note the next specific in 1John 2:9-11 (READ). Moreover, note another specific in 1John 3:9-10 (READ) “practices sin” or better “lives in sin” Then note another specific in 1John 4:4-6 (READ) – “we” refers to apostle. Then note another specific in 1John 5:1,4  (READ) - “believes” present particle “is born of God” perfect passive indicative – But what kind of believing is this? Not just any but the kind that overcomes the world.

b.
John 8:31 (READ). These people really have some kind of faith in Christ. But what is the acid test whether they had really become Christ’s true disciples? Perseverance in faith and obedience to the words of Christ.  

c.
Rom 5:1-5 (READ). 
3.
Now what is important to observe here is the nature of the evidences of God’s saving work. They have nothing to do with the gifts of the Spirit but with the fruits of the Spirit. It is possible to have the gifts of the Holy Spirit and yet not really be truly saved. We have the examples of Balaam and Judas. They had the gifts but not the saving work of God. 

4.
A word of clarification and caution is in place here. While these evidences confirm true faith in Christ, it plays no part in our trust for salvation. For our trust for salvation must be solely in Christ and Christ alone. But these evidences of God’s saving work but confirm that my faith and saving experience is genuine. 

C.
The Witness of the Holy Spirit - Rom 8:16 (READ)

1. Here is an activity of the Holy Spirit where He Himself testifies with our spirits that we are the children of God. And this act of the Spirit definitely strengthens assurance of salvation.

2. However, we must not think of this act of the Holy Spirit as something independent of the other factors that influences assurance of salvation. For note Rom 8:12-13, 14, 15-16 (READ). In fact, phrase “with our spirit” can be translated “together with our spirit”. It is as our spirit bears witness that since we are mortifying sin by the Spirit and, therefore, show that we are being led by the Spirit and are, therefore, son’s of God, that the Holy Spirit will also bear witness with our spirit. 

3. Illustration: It is like a student when asked, do you think you past the test? And he says, “I am almost sure that I am”. But when the teacher says he pass and gives him the test paper, then his confidence that he passed is even more strengthened. This is also true in the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

D.
All these three factors influence assurance of salvation – resting in the all-sufficiency of Christ, the present evidences of God’s saving work, and the witness of the Holy Spirit.

Trans:
Fifthly, consider with me....

V.
THE DESIRABILITY OF HAVING A HIGH DEGREE OF ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

…
As I have already indicated, all Christians will have some measure of assurance of salvation. However, it is desirable that all Christians have a high degree of assurance of salvation. And why? Four reasons.

A.
It will promote Christian joy. 

1.
1John 1:4 (READ) – “our” could refer to the apostles or to the readers or both. But most likely it refers to both. In a letter where John seeks to help Christians with their assurance of salvation, he states that one of his goals is that their joy might be made complete. 

2.
For a man who is concern about eternal life and salvation, nothing will contribute to his joy more that to know that God has saved him and that, therefore, he is on his way to heaven.

B.
It will promote Christian strength.

1.
What does the Bible say about the joy of the Lord? We are told that “the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh 8:10). So if you have assurance of salvation, then you will have joy, and if you have joy, then you will have strength. 

2.
And it is this strength that will help you to undergo poverty and deprivation, bereavement and loneliness, shame and ridicule, opposition and persecutions, sickness and death.  

3.
If you study biographies of the God’s people, it was this assurance of salvation that gave them the joy and strength to face unimaginable trials.

C.
It will promote greater usefulness to others.

1.
The greater the joy, the greater the strength. The greater the strength, the more useful a Christian becomes even to others.

2.
But once a Christian begins to have doubts of his salvation, then he will be less useful and effective to others.

D.
It will promote earnest preparation.

1.
1John 3:2-5 (READ).

2.
Illustration: Think of a woman whose fiancé said he will visit her. The more certain she is that he is coming; the more earnest will she be in preparing herself for his coming.

3.
The idea that assurance of salvation will discourage making preparations for heaven is a lie. It such an assurance leads to carelessness in life, then that only shows that it is only a false presumption. True assurance of salvation will motivate greater preparation – “He who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

Conclusion

It is vital that you and I be clear about the distinction between a false and a true assurance of salvation. And in evangelism, never encourage a false assurance of salvation. Moreover, do not force a true assurance of salvation for it cannot really be forced. Never usurp the work of the Holy Spirit. Like a plant, you cannot force it to grow. You can only plant and water, but only God can give the increase.
